However, this book goes beyond mere explanations of basic concepts to the application of these concepts to many societal issues. In fact, one of the main contributions of the book is that it extrapolates the processes typically associated with prejudicial attitudes to many previously unexamined areas such as attitudes toward animals and environmental inequality.
The book is divided into nine chapters. The first chapter defines the concepts of prejudice, stereotyping, and discrimination. The second chapter discusses the distinctions between essentialist and social constructionist perspectives on group difference. The next five chapters cover different perspectives on the causes of prejudice.
Specifically, some of the main topics include how evolution gives rise to prejudice, ideologies that support discrimination, how children acquire prejudice, and intergroup dynamics, as well as the cognitive and affective components of prejudice. Chapter 8 applies prejudice to environmental changes and speciesism. The book closes with a chapter discussing prejudice reduction strategies.
There are a few distinctive contributions that this book provides. First, the second chapter highlights the role that social construction plays in the creation of artificial group differences and/or the imputation of artificial meaning into group differences. Moreover, this chapter provides a deep and somewhat comprehensive review of the various biological, physiological, and genetic arguments for group differences across groups (e.g., race, sexual orientation).
The content of this chapter bears great similarity to the book How Real Is Race? A Sourcebook on Race, Culture, and Biology by Mukhopadhyay, Henze, and Moses (2007) . While social constructionism has definitely played a role in psychological thinking, social psychological thinking in particular, it generally does not receive this amount of attention within the psychological literature on prejudice.
Another contribution of the book is the diversity of applications of prejudice research. The research discussed here is applied to many events around the world-from the genocides in Darfur and Rwanda to the plight of First Nations people in Canada. Indeed, there are a multitude of examples of Canadian social issues-something that is not seen in many References books on prejudice, primarily because many of them are written by authors in the United States.
In addition, a historical background is provided for many of the issues at hand. For example, Jackson discusses how sexual orientation emerged as a social construct in Western culture during the industrialization of the 1700s and 1800s in order to minimize nonprocreative sex. Background information such as this aids in understanding how homosexual acts became socially taboo.
This book moves beyond the typical target groups of race, sex, and sexuality to consider issues that are barely discussed or typically not discussed at all. Ironically, much of the study of prejudice vis-à-vis social stigma owes its roots to the study of physical disability (cf. Wright, 1960), but physical disability tends to be allocated relatively little consideration and fringe attention in most books on prejudice. Yet, in this book, disability is given a more weighted position (i.e., audism: prejudice against people who are deaf).
The true uniqueness of the book is found in Chapter 8, where Jackson connects prejudice to the ostensibly unrelated topics of environmental inequality, environmental damage, and speciesism. There is little research on how prejudice relates to these issues, but Jackson makes logical connections to show how prejudice may underlie them. For instance, Jackson showcases research demonstrating that people stereotype animals along the same dimensions used to stereotype outgroups (e.g., interdependence and power). In addition, the forms of discrimination and prejudice seen in the interaction of these dimensions among nonhuman animals parallel what is seen with human outgroups.
The Psychology of Prejudice: From Attitudes to Social Action provides a good introduction to the concept of prejudice.
Furthermore, it provides meaningful applications of the main concepts in the current literature on prejudice. For this reason, this book could be used in a specialized undergraduate course on prejudice or like phenomena (e.g., "oppression"). However, because the book does venture beyond traditional areas to environmental and speciesism concerns, both prejudice scholars and graduate student seminars would likely also benefit from it. 
